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Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 


©uarterlp  Communication. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  June  7,  A.  D.  1899,  A.  L,.  B899. 


The  Acting  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother 
George  E.  Wagner  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  follows: 

It  is  again  my  sad  and  melancholy  duty  to  announce  to 
Grand  Lodge  the  decease  of  our  distinguished  Right  Wor- 
shipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Joseph  Eichbaum,  who 
was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  April  15, 1899,  and  died  within 
a  few  minutes. 

Brother  Eichbaum  served  the  Grand  Lodge  in  various 
capacities  for  many  years,  finally  occupying  the  exalted 
station  of  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  which  lie  filled 
with  conspicuous  ability.  I  have  requested  our  well-beloved 
Brother,  James  I.  Buchanan,  Past  Master  of  Lodge  No. 
219,  of  which  Brother  Eichbaum  was  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Representative  to  Grand  Lodge,  to  prepare  and  present 
to  Grand  Lodge  a  suitable  eulogy. 

Brother  James  I.  Buchanan  then  addressed  Grand 
Lodge  and  delivered  the  following : 
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3ju  ^cmonam. 

Brother  JOSEPH  EICHBAUM,  Right  Worshipful  Past 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto 
Belonging. 

One  by  one,  the  great  All-Father 
Gently  lets  the  seasons  fall ; 

One  by  one,  the  storm  and  sunshine 
Drop  their  shadows  over  all. 

One  by  one,  we  pass  the  stations 
In  the  onward  march  of  life  ; 

One  by  one,  through  faith,  we  conquer 
In  the  never-ending  strife. 

One  by  one,  we  lose  the  hand-clasps 
That  so  warm  a  welcome  gave  ; 

One  by  one,  the  voices  silence 
In  the  stillness  of  the  grave. 

One  by  one,  we  miss  the  faces 
Of  the  forms  we  once  caressed  ; 

One  by  one,  their  names  are  written: 

“Ceased  to  labor!”  “Home!”  “At  Rest!” 

On  Saturday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fourth  month  of 
this  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  of  our  era,  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  the  place,  of  all  others  in  our  land, 
suggestive  of  “  life’s  endless  toil  and  endeavor,”  where 
“brightly  flares  the  flaming  furnace,  and  loud  the  mighty 
hammers  beat,”  and  at  every  turn  the  Freemason  seems 
reminded  of  his  art — and  where,  amid  the  scene  of  his 
own  great  activities,  with  the  harness  of  life’s  combat  still 
upon  him,  Brother  Joseph  Eichbaum  entered  into  rest. 


The  love  lie  ever  manifested  for  his  Masonic  Brethren, 
and  particularly  for  those  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  was  such 
that  it  must  be  a  blessed  privilege  to  us  to  pause  a  moment 
in  our  toil  and  fervently  speak  his  name,  for  the  sake  of  all 
he  has  been  to  us. 

In  his  home  beyond  the  mountains,  where  he  was  best 
known  and  most  beloved,  the  tributes  paid  to  his  memory 
have  been  so  full  and  overflowing  that  we  can  hope  to  do 
little  more  than  to  traverse  the  pathway  already  trodden  ; 
and  yet  we  journey  on. 

These  expressions  of  affection  were  the  more  spontaneous 
because  the  shadow  of  Azrael  fell  upon  him  without  any 
premonition  to  those  who  were  closely  associated  with  him, 
and  yet  as  a  representative  of  the  press  stated,  “  the  fact  that 
he  was  able  to  continue  active  in  his  long  and  useful  career 
up  to  its  very  end,  and  that  he  was  spared  all  but  momen¬ 
tary  suffering,  will,  after  the  first  shock  of  sorrow  is  passed, 
prove  a  consolation  to  those  who  have  been  so  suddenly  and 
sorely  bereaved.”  Continuing,  the  same  editorial  said  : 
“  Mr.  Eichbaum  was  long  one  of  Pittsburgh’s  foremost  cit¬ 
izens  and  most  highly  respected  business  men,  as  his  father 
had  been  before  him.  He  brought  into  his  business  an 
ability,  energy  and  integrity  which  gave  him  marked  suc¬ 
cess  and  won  for  him  general  respect.  He  was  happy  in  his 
social  relations,  and  had  a  legion  of  friends.  He  was  a  man 
of  generous  and  charitable  feelings,  and  he  will  be  missed 
by  many  who  received  unostentatious  aid  at  his  hands.” 


This  is  but  a  part  of  one  of  the  many  public  expressions 
of  the  estimate  of  the  community  in  which  he  moved. 

Brother  Eichbaum  had  been  engaged  in  his  usual  business 
pursuits  until  six  o’clock,  apparently  in  the  best  of  health, 
and  had  remarked  during  the  day  how  well  he  felt,  and  the 
day  before  he  had  said  that  he  did  not  propose  to  allow 
himself  to  feel  old  whatever  his  years  might  be. 

One  of  the  last  things  he  did  before  going  home  during 
the  evening  was  to  get  a  little  money  changed  to  give  his 
grandchildren  something  for  their  church  collection  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day — this  may  seem  a  small  thing  to  mention,  but 
of  one  with  so  much  upon  his  mind  it  was  a  thoughtful  act 
and  characteristic  of  his  gentle,  kindly  nature  which 
attracted  the  small  as  well  as  the  great  to  him. 

During  the  afternoon,  his  favorite  little  grand-daughter, 
Willa  Banks,  while  playing  in  the  neighborhood,  had  been 
run  over  by  falling  under  the  wheels  of  a  passing  carriage 
and  seriously  injured  ;  and  it  was  not  until  his  arrival 
home  on  Kentucky  Avenue,  shortly  before  midnight,  that 
he  knew  of  the  accident.  He  was  greatly  affected  ;  and, 
after  remaining  in  the  room  where  she  was  for  a  short  time, 
he  bade  the  little  sufferer  good-night  and  hoped  that  she 
would  be  better  in  the  morning.  Shortly  after,  a  noise  was 
heard,  as  of  some  one  falling  in  the  bath-room,  and  his 
older  grandchild  went  to  him  at  once,  and  found  him  lying 
on  the  floor,  evidently  suffering  from  apoplexy.  She  called 
her  mother,  to  whom  he  tried  to  speak,  but  without  suc¬ 
cess.  When  the  physicians  arrived,  our  Brother  had  passed 
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to  “the  bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns.”  Now  we, 
who  wait  a  little  longer,  are  in  the  shadow. 

Our  Brother’s  business  career  attracted  much  attention 
and  elicited  the  following  comprehensive  statement  at  his 
death  : 

“  Brother  Eichbaum  was  born  on  Second  Avenue,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  March  4,  1827,  and  was  the  son  of  William 
Eichbaum,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  at  that  time,  who 
made  Pittsburgh’s  place  in  history,  and  who  came  to  the 
country  late  in  the  last  century.  William  Eichbaum  came 
to  Pittsburgh  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  when  there 
were  less  than  one  hundred  houses  in  Pittsburgh.  He  was 
the  first  printer’s  and  binder’s  apprentice  in  Pittsburgh, 
and,  as  soon  as  possible,  became  a  partner  in  the  house 
where  his  trade  was  learned.  He  sold  books  issued  from 
his  establishment  along  the  Ohio  River  as  far  south  as 
Louisville,  from  an  open  boat,  before  steamboats  were  run 
on  the  river.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  slack- watering  the 
Monongahela  River,  and  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Monongahela  Navigation  Company.  He  also  invented  the 
first  machine  for  ruling  writing  paper,  as  well  as  a  process 
for  rolling  sheet  iron.  He  was  one  of  the  committee 
appointed,  in  1824,  to  receive  Lafayette  on  his  visit  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh ;  and,  in  the  same  year,  was  made  Postmaster  of  the 
citv,  which  office  he  held  for  nine  vears.  In  1857  he  was  made 
City  Treasurer,  and  served  as  such  for  nine  years  also,  until 
1866,  when  he  died  in  office.  For  almost  twenty-five  years 
he  had  been  in  one  or  the  other  branch  of  Councils.  One 


of  his  greatest  works  was  the  first  publication  of  Napoleon’s 
Autobiography.  A  supporter  of  the  great  Emperor  brought 
the  copy  to  America,  because  lie  was  afraid  to  attempt  its 
publication  in  Europe.  The  Frenchman  landed  in  Balti¬ 
more,  and  William  Eichbaum  was  recommended  to  him  as 
a  good  and  safe  printer.  The  copy  was  brought  across  the 
mountains  to  Pittsburgh,  and  the  book  was  published  here 
about  1836. 

Brother  Joseph  Eichbaum  received  the  usual  education 
accorded  to  city  youths  in  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
Though  his  parents  were  possessed  of  abundant  wealth,  his 
spirit  of  independence  was  early  shown,  and  he  started  out 
to  hew  his  own  way  in  life.  From  his  early  associations  in 
the  printing  business  through  the  office  of  his  father,  he 
made  it  the  business  of  his  life,  though  not  until  he  had 
spent  several  years  in  other  lines  of  work.  He  had  stated 
that  his  first  employer  was  Sidney  F.  Von  Bonnhorst,  from 
whom  he  received  a  breastpin  as  a  present,  and  which  he 
had  worn  since  1845,  although  he  was  employed  in  a  tan¬ 
nery  on  January  1,  1842.  From  the  tannery  he  went  to 
Mr.  Von  Bonnhorst’s  wholesale  grocery  on  April  10,  1845  ; 
then  on  the  Missouri  River,  in  March,  1851,  as  a  clerk  on  a 
line  of  packet  and  freight  boats,  where  he  remained  until 
February,  1852,  when  he  went  to  a  boiler  manufactory; 
from  which  he  returned  to  the  river,  in  March,  1854.  In 
December,  1857,  he  associated  himself  with  his  cousin,  and 
they  continued  in  business  together,  as  W.  G.  Johnston  & 
Co.,  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-three  years,  until  March 


16,  1881,  when  Brother  Eichbaum  retired  from  the  firm, 
and,  associating  with  himself  Past  Master  Brother  George 
P.  Balmain,  bought  out  a  plant  at  48  (now  242)  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue,  where  the  firm  of  Joseph  Eichbaum  &  Co.  began  and 
continued  to  flourish  from  its  inception.  Business  was  done 
by  them  on  a  large  scale.  The  firm  aimed  at  the  highest 
grade  of  work  and  became  widely  known,  and  Brother 
Eichbaum  was  its  leading  spirit.  About  a  year  ago, 
Brother  Balmain  retired  ;  since  which  Brother  Eichbaum 
had  exclusive  control  of  the  business.  With  the  increased 
duties,  his  work  .became  all  the  more  burdensome,  requiring 
even  closer  attention  to  business,  notwithstanding  his 
advanced  years;  so  that  his  continued  exuberance  of  spirits 
and  unvarying  cheerfulness  were  the  more  remarkable. 

From  Maine  to  California,  the  fame  of  Brother  Eich¬ 
baum  as  a  job  printer  and  a  leader  among  master  printers 
has  spread.  In  1891  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter  Printers’  Association  of  Pittsburgh,  better  known  as  the 
local  “  Typothehe,”  and,  with  each  succeeding  year,  he  has 
been  re-elected  to  the  position ;  and  his  death  leaves  the 
local  organization  without  a  head  for  the  time  being.  Not 
onty  locally  was  Brother  Eichbaum  of  prominence  in  print¬ 
ing  circles,  but,  two  years  ago,  at  a  meeting  of  the  “  National 
T}rpothet<3e”  in  Nashville,  he  was  elected  vice-president  of 
the  national  body.  There  has  not  been  a  national  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  master  printers  to  which  Brother  Eichbaum  was 
not  elected  to  act  as  delegate  from  the  Pittsburgh  district. 
While  there  were  some  meetings  which  he  did  not  attend, 


10 


lie  was  conspicuous  at  the  conventions  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
at  Cincinnati  and  Nashville.  His  life  was  wrapped  up  in 
his  work,  and  his  ideas  and  comments  were  always  listened 
to  with  great  respect  by  his  fellow  business  men  throughout 
the  country. 

Brother  Eichbaum  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  old 
Masonic  Bank,  on  Smithfield  Street,  and  when  it  was 
changed  to  the  Lincoln  National  Bank,  a  few  years  ago, 
he  continued  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Columbia  National  Bank,  and  was 
identified  with  other  financial  institutions  in  the  city.  He 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  “  Knights  Templar  and 
Masonic  Mutual  Aid  Association,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.” 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  his  judgment  on  questions  arising  was 
greatly  esteemed. 

His  record  as  a  business  man  was  a  clean  one,  and  his 
reputation  among  those  with  whom  he  did  business  always 
of  the  best.  Referring  to  him,  another  of  our  Pittsburgh 
papers  said :  “  He  was  one  of  the  business  men  in  whom 
Pittsburgh  took  great  pride,  and  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  all  movements  of  the  city  for  more  than 
half  a  century.” 

Brother  Eichbaum  was  married  quite  early  in  life  to 
Rebecca  Nicholson,  from  one  of  Pittsburgh’s  best  families. 
She  composed  beautifully,  and  a  poem  entitled  “The  North 
Wind,”  produced  during  her  school  days,  gave  early  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  natural  talent  as  an  authoress,  which  might 
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have  made  her  noted  but  for  other  activities.  About  five 
years  ago  she  died,  and  since  then  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
John  W.  Banks,  has  tenderly  cared  for  her  father.  Three 
sons  also  survive. 

Brother  Eichbaum’s  attainments  as  a  Freemason  were 
large  and  varied;  there  was  perhaps  no  person  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  more  prominently  or  favorably  known,  and 
his  name  was  honored  wherever  known.  He  found  the 
greatest  pleasure  of  his  life  in  serving  the  Fraternity.  He 
early  became  an  authority  on  its  laws  and  teachings,  and 
was  never  weary  in  aiding  and  assisting  the  members  of 
the  Fraternity,  so  that  he  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  father 
in  their  councils. 

He  was  initiated  as  a  Mason,  December  20th,  1853,  and 
was  made  a  Master  Mason,  March  9th,  1854,  in  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  219,  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  first  office  Brother  Eichbaum  held  in  Freemasonry 
was  that  of  Senior  Warden  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  to  which 
he  was  elected  December  8tli,  1859.  The  following  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  of  the  same 
Lodge,  and  served  as  such  for  two  years.  On  March  24, 
1869,  he  was  appointed  Acting  Secretary  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  and  elected  the  following  December,  which  office  he 
held  until  the  close  of  1872,  when  he  declined  re-election. 
He  was  appointed  Acting  Treasurer,  February  10,  1879,  to 
which  office  he  was  subsequently  elected  and  held  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 

He  was  appointed  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge,  for  the  Seventeenth  Masonic  District,  Decem¬ 
ber  27th,  1877,  and  served  continuously  until  he  was  elected 
Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  December,  1880, 
which  office  he  held  for  two  years,  subsequently  serving  suc¬ 
cessively  as  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Right 
Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
terms  of  two  years  each. 

Brother  Eichbaum  was  installed  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  at  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  on  December  27th,  1886,  following  the  celebration  of 
the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Independence  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  taken  place 
September  25th,  1886. 

His  address  on  the  occasion  of  his  installation  was  indic¬ 
ative  of  the  plain,  genuine,  modest  man  that  he  was.  In 
speaking  of  the  “  wise  and  able  men”  who  had  been  his 
predecessors  he  said  “  they  saw  proper  to  adhere  closely  to 
that  which  thev  had  received,  and  eschewed  all  innovations 
and  what  are  called  £  modern  improvements  ’  in  the  plan  of 
Freemasonry.” 

From  that  he  never  turned  aside.  He  was  always  jealous 

for  the  simplicity  of  the  Craft,  and  set  his  face  resolutely 

against  everything  in  the  shape  of  innovations.  Between 

his  installation  and  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  following,  he  met  with  a  double  affliction  in 

\ 

the  death  of  his  immediate  predecessor,  Brother  E.  Coppee 
Mitchell,  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  and 
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Brother  George  AV.  AArooi>,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  whom  he  often  spoke  with  great  feeling,  as  he 
had  expected  to  profit  much  from  their  experience  and  per¬ 
sonal  service  to  him  ;  but,  as  in  every  other  emergency,  he 
promptly  found  a  way  to  meet  this  one  in  the  wise  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Clerk  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Brother  William  A. 
Sinn,  our  present  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  who 
is  beloved  in  Western  Pennsylvania  as  much  as  he  is  in 
Philadelphia,  if  this  is  possible,  and  who  has  always  justi¬ 
fied  Brother  Eichbaum’s  selection. 

One  of  the  incidents  of  Brother  Eichbaum’s  office  as 
Grand  Master  was  his  opening  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Emer¬ 
gency  at  Pittsburgh,  on  April  23d,  1887,  to  exercise  his 
prerogative  of  “making  a  Mason  at  sight.”  He  is  remem¬ 
bered  to  have  remarked  at  the  time  that  he  did  this  from  a 

• 

sense  of  duty  to  the  Craft,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
Grand  Master’s  prerogative  from  any  tendency  to  pass  into 
abeyance. 

During  his  term  of  office  he  was  called  upon  to  act  in 
many  difficult  matters,  and  frequently  had  to  take  up  war¬ 
rants  ;  and  his  action  was  always  prompt  and  decisive,  as 
well  as  considerate.  Perhaps  the  most  important  and  far- 
reaching  action  of  this  character  was  that  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  edict  which  removed  a  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  and  stamped  Cerneauism  as  clandestine  ;  and,  as 
one  of  the  present  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  recently 
wrote,  “  he  was  equal  to  the  occasion.”  His  conservative 
and  prudent  course  gained  for  him  not  only  the  commenda- 
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tion  of  liis  own  Jurisdiction,  but  also  made  his  name  favor¬ 
ably  known  throughout  the  Craft  at  large  in  the  United 
States  and  the  world. 

He  had  for  many  years  been  the  Grand  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick,  until  the  appointment 
of  Grand  Representatives  was  abandoned  in  Pennsylvania. 

He  recognized  the  usefulness  of  and  took  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  Temple  School  of  Instruction,  as  well  as  the 
similar  institution  at  Pittsburgh,  and  frequently  visited  and 
inspected  the  work  performed. 

His  Grand  Visitations,  which  extended  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction,  and  also  his  visits  to  Grand  Lodges  of  other 
Jurisdictions,  were  numerous  and  productive  of  great  good. 

During  his  term  the  twentieth  Masonic  District  was 
divided,  and  the  thirty-second  Masonic  District  created  from 
part  of  it;  and  the  Masonic  Art  Association  of  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  which  was  instituted  by  devoted  Brethren  during  his 
term  of  office,  was  encouraged  by  him. 

He  laid  several  corner  stones ;  and  notably,  on  September 
11th,  1888,  that  of  the  new  Freemasons’  Hall  at  Pittsburgh, 
on  the  site  of  the  previous  building,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  on  August  12th,  1887. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  office  as  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  members  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  219,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  honored  themselves  by  presenting  to  the  Lodge  his 
portrait,  which  was  the  only  one  of  a  living  Mason  on  the 
walls  of  the  lodge-room,  and  the  presentation  was  made  at 
the  first  stated  meeting  of  the  Lodge  in  the  new  hall,  on 


Thursday  evening,  April  11,  18.S9,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Brother 
Cortlandt  Whitehead,  D.  D.,  Grand  Chaplain  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  on  behalf  of  the  donors.  In  making  the 
presentation,  Brother  Whitehead  made  the  following  state¬ 
ment  :  “  The  most  astonishing  item  in  his  Blue  Lodge  his¬ 
tory  is  that  for  twentv-one  consecutive  vears  he  never 
missed  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  except  one,  and  that  was 
because  of  a  wedding — not  his  own,  either.  What  a  repos¬ 
itory  of  secrets  he  must  have  become  by  that  time?  What 
a  sage  in  all  Masonic  lore  he  must  have  been  and  yet 
remains  ?  They  were  years  fruitful  of  results  ;  such  punc¬ 
tuality  and  fidelity  found  their  merited  recognition.”  Fur¬ 
ther  on  in  his  address,  Brother  Whitehead  said  :  “  Not  one 
of  us  can  fully  appreciate  what  these  facts  really  indicate; 
how  much  they  mean  of  patient,  painstaking  study,  labor, 
travel,  counsel  and  endurance.  To  be  Worshipful  Master  is 
to  occupy  no  sinecure,  but  an  office  which  imposes  great 
responsibilities  and  much  careful  labor,  as  all  know  by 
experience  who  have  filled  the  chair  at  the  East.  To  serve 
as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  to  be  always  busy,  and 
to  give  oneself  no  rest  in  the  furtherance  of  the  well-being 
of  all  within  the  District ;  to  be,  above  all,  Grand  Master  in 
such  a  Jurisdiction  as  this  to  which  we  belong,  is  to  pass 
days  of  ceaseless  labor  and  nights  of  anxiety.  To  be  always 
planning  and  studying,  counseling  and  directing,  with 
scant  sympathy  sometimes,  and  with  too  little  help ;  and 
only  a  painstaking,  lo}Tal,  devoted  Brother  can  faithfully 
and  successfully  serve  in  any  of  these  offices.  The  qualities 
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of  mind  and  heart  which  such  a  one  must  possess  are  com¬ 
paratively  rare,  and  are,  therefore,  sure  to  be  conspicuous 
in  one  who,  like  our  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master, 
has  filled  all  these  high  positions  with  distinguished  honor 
and  success.  And  such  a  man,  such  a  character,  is  not  to 
be  commended  for  himself  alone,  but  that  for  which  he 
stands.  He  is  the  representative  of  Freemasonry  in  its  best 
estate.  What  he  is,  every  Freemason  ought  to  be;  the 
truths  and  lessons  of  the  Fraternity  have  found  such 
expression  in  him  as  should  be  found  in  every  Brother.” 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Brother  Eichbaum  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Committee  on  Landmarks  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Title  to  the  Masonic 
Temple  and  other  real  estate  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  besides 
being  the  Representative  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  his  last  will  and  testament,  referring  to  his  Grand 
Master’s  jewel,  which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  Phila¬ 
delphia  Brethren,  he  said  that  it  represented  the  greatest 
honor  he  ever  received,  and  we  refer  to  this  here  because 
we  believe  that  it  would  have  pleased  him  to  know  that  we 
would  do  so. 

Brother  Eichbaum  was  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
Masonic  Veterans’  Association  of  Allegheny  County,  and 
held  the  office  of  Treasurer.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Masonic  Consolidated  Charity  Fund,  an  association 
of  representatives  of  all  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  Pittsburgh, 
for  benevolent  purposes,  which  had  originally  been  sug- 
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gested  by  St.  John’s  Lodge,  to  which  be  belonged,  as  early 
as  1853,  the  year  he  was  initiated.  lie  also  interested  him¬ 
self  in  the  purchase  of  a  cemetery  lot  by  bis  Lodge,  many 
years  ago,  which  was  originally  intended  as  a  general  prop¬ 
erty  for  the  Lodges  of  Pittsburgh,  but  which  was  afterward 
taken  up  by  St.  John’s  Lodge  alone.  It  has  since  been  used 
by  the  Fraternity  at  large,  although  still  the  property  of  the 
Lodge.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  arranging  and 
providing  for  the  erection  of  the  present  Freemasons’  Hall, 
on  Fifth  Avenue,  which  was  dedicated  just  after  he  had 
filled  the  office  of  Grand  Master.  He  was  largely  instru¬ 
mental  in  organizing  the  Allegheny  County  Masonic 
Library  Association.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Masonic 
Fund  Society  of  Allegheny  County,  (the  corporation  which 
owns  Freemasons’  Hall  in  Pittsburgh),  a  property  worth  a 
very  large  sum  of  money.  He  was  active  in  almost  every 
movement  that  has  interested  the  Fraternity  in  Pittsburgh 
for  almost  the  last  fifty  years,  and  a  history  of  Freemasonry 
in  that  city  during  that  period  is  largely  a  history  of 
Brother  Eichbaum. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  at  the  request  of  bis 
Lodge,  he  prepared  and  delivered,  at  a  stated  meeting  the 
Thursday  evening  before  his  death,  a  historical  sketch  of 
Freemasonry  in  Pittsburgh,  in  the  preparation  of  which  be 
had  taken  the  keenest  interest.  It  was  considered  a  most 
admirable  production. 

His  influence  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  was  very  great, 
not  only  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  but  also  in  Philadel- 
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pliia,  where  liis  Masonic  qualities  and  services  to  the  Craft 
received  the  greatest  recognition. 

He  was  a  man  of  the  most  positive  convictions,  and, 
while  perfectly  just  and  very  tender-hearted,  could  not  be 
moved  from  his  administration  of  what  he  believed  to  be 
right.  Probably  no  man  ever  left  a  more  satisfactory 
record  as  Grand  Master. 

A  quotation  from  a  letter  of  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  William  J.  Kelly  may  be  fittingly  given  : 
“  In  his  visits  here  he  towered  high  in  social  attentions,  his 
kind  advice,  his  proud  reports  of  the  Brethren  he  had  left 
on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  in  their  devotion  and  in¬ 
dustry  to  their  duties  as  Masons,  and  in  that  general  genial 
happy  manner  that  he  had  to  impress  you  that  in  him  was 
a  man  whose  every  fibre  tingled  with  a  desire  to  convey  the 
happy  feeling  that  was  in  his  own  big  heart.  I  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  writing  a  much  longer  report  than  you 
would  care  to  copy.  I  loved  Brother  Joe  for  his  original¬ 
ity,  his  evident  honesty  and  his  frankness  in  expressing  his 
sentiments  upon  all  doubtful  questions,  leaving  no  doubt 
as  to  what  he  wished  to  convey  as  his  opinion  on  those 
questions.” 

He  was  especially  popular  with  the  younger  members  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  to  whom  he  was  always  considerate 
and  by  whom  he  was  usually  called  “  Uncle  Joe.”  He  was 
a  most  genial  and  companionable  man,  and  many  will  miss 
his  kindly  ways  and  wide-spreading  charity,  which  made 
him  attractive  to  so  many.  In  all  the  offices  he  held  and 
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in  connection  with  the  vast  sums  of  money  expended 
through  him,  there  was  nothing  but  the  strictest  integrity 
practised,  and  he  was  faithful  in  every  duty.  By  his  death 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  State  loses  one  of  its  staunch¬ 
est  supporters  and  ablest  members. 

St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  219,  F,  &  A.  M.,  which  he  had 
served  so  long  and  faithfully,  held  commemorative  services 
at  Freemasons’  Hall,  at  noon,  on  Tuesday,  April  18th,  and 
they  were  attended  by  an  enormous  concourse,  probably 
the  largest  assemblage  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  that  ever 
came  together  for  such  a  purpose.  There  were  present  on 
this  occasion  Brother  William  D.  McIlroy,  Worshipful 
Master;  Brother  Thomas  J.  Haworth,  Senior  Warden; 
Brother  William  K.  Cubbage,  Junior  Warden,  and  the 
other  officers  in  their  respective  stations  and  places,  besides 
almost  all  the  Past  Masters  of  the  Lodge.  Among  the 
prominent  Masons  in  attendance  were:  Acting  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  George  E.  Wagner, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Acting  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand 
Warden  Brother  James  W.  Brown,  of  Pittsburgh;  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  Brother  William  A.  Sinn,  of 
Philadelphia;  Grand  Chaplain  Right  Rev.  Brother  Cort- 
landt  Whitehead,  I).  D.;  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  of  New  Castle,  Pa.; 
Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William  J. 
Kelly,  of  Philadelphia ;  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Brother  William  M.  Hamilton,  of  Pittsburgh;  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  Brother  William  LI.  Slack,  of  Alle- 
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gheny;  Brother  George  B.  Orlady,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.; 
Past  Master  Brother  William  Chatland,  of  Brownsville, 
Pa.;  Brother  W.  LaRue  Thomas,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
Brother  Charles  W.  Hatter,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  a  life¬ 
long  friend  ;  Past  Master  Brother  William  Halpin,  who 
was  initiated  in  Freemasonry  in  1853,  the  same  year  as  the 
deceased,  and  as  Master  of  Ceremonies,  took  part  in  con¬ 
ferring  the  first  degree  on  him,  and  Past  Master  Brother 
James  E.  Stevenson,  who  was  initiated  bv  Brother  Eich- 
baum  when  W.  M.,  feelingly  represented  the  Lodge’s  irre¬ 
parable  loss. 

It  is  needless  to  refer  to  the  other  fervent  tributes  paid 
upon  this  occasion  by  all  those  who  knew  him  so  well. 

The  church  services  at  the  residence  weie  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Solon  Cobb,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Point  Breeze 
Presbyterian  Church,  assisted  by  Rt.  Rev.  Brother  Cort- 
landt  Whitehead,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Pittsburgh.  The  services  at  the  grave  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Acting  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
Brother  George  E.  Wagner,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
lain  and  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Now  the  laborer’s  task  is  o’er  ; 

Now  upon  the  farther  shore 
Lands  the  voyager  at  last. 

Father,  in  thy  gracious  keeping, 

Leave  we  now  our  brother,  sleeping. 

Brother  Buchanan  then  offered  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions,  which  were,  on  motion,  unanimously  adopted : 
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Resolved ,  That  by  the  death  of  Right  Worshipful  Past 
Grand  Master  Joseph  Eichbaum,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania  has  lost  one  of  its  staunchest  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  a  most  ardent 
promoter  of  the  Craft,  and  a  member  always  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Fraternity.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
irenial  and  loving  of  men,  and  yet  no  consideration  or 
influence  could  move  him  from  his  convictions  and  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  right ;  and 

Resolved,  That,  in  testimony  of  their  regard  for  his  mem¬ 
ory,  the  furniture  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Jewels  of  the 
Grand  Officers  be  draped  in  mourning  for  six  months;  and 

Resolved,  further,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  a  copy  of  them  be 
sent  to  the  family  of  Brother  Eichbaum. 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William 
J.  Kelly  addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  as  follows : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren:  -  Having 
listened  to  the  eloquent,  befitting  and  comprehensive  “In 
Memoriam”  just  read  by  Brother  James  I.  Buchanan,  on 
the  life  and  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Eichbaum,  I  real¬ 
ize  the  difficulty  that  exists  in  adding  anything  of  interest 
to  what  has  been  so  beautifully  said,  and  feel  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  framing  testimony  appropriate  for  this  Grand 
Lodge;  but  I  am  sure  his  Brethren  in  Philadelphia  would 
be  unwilling  to  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without  my 
making  an  attempt  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  man  who 
so  delighted  to  do  us  honor  during  his  lifetime.  This  Grand 
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Lodge  owes  much  to  the  innate,  thorough,  manly  honor  of 
Brother  Eichbaum. 

In  that  city  beyond  the  Alleghenies  live  a  bustling,  intel¬ 
ligent  community  of  men,  whose  natural  sense  of  justice 
and  desire  to  benefit  their  fellow-men  led  them  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  They  are  self-reliant, 
aggressive  and  intelligent;  and  it  naturally  requires  a  clear 
and  proper  understanding  between  them  in  the  West  and 
us  in  the  East,  in  order  that  they  may  feel  that  our  Frater¬ 
nity  is  not  a  rope  of  sand  or  a  trifling  incident  of  the  times. 
Great  care  is  necessary  that  we  may  be  kept  in  fraternal 
touch  and  in  thorough  accord.  Such  Brethren  seek  for 
information ;  and  it  requires  honest  report,  not  only  of  the 
acts  that  we  may  do,  but  of  the  sentiment  that  inspires  us 
toward  each  other,  to  satisfy  this  craving. 

Brother  Eichbaum  was  conspicuously  honest  in  his  en¬ 
deavors  to  convey  the  real  sentiment  that  we  felt  toward 
each  other,  and  so  careful  was  he  of  making  the  report 
what  it  should  be,  that  he  invariably  took  copious  memor¬ 
anda  of  his  understanding  of  the  different  subjects  so 
largely  coming  before  us,  in  order  that,  in  reporting  to 
either  end  of  the  line,  west  or  east,  he  might  be  sure  of  con¬ 
veying  the  exact  statement  of  facts  and  sentiment.  The 
result  has  been  of  inestimable  value. 

I  repeat,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  that  it  is  most 
difficult  to  elaborate  outside  of  the  very  eloquent  memor- 
iam  that  has  been  written  on  Brother  Eichbaum  ;  but  of 
this  I  am  sure,  that  this  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
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and  Fraternity  of  this  Jurisdiction  lias  lost,  in  the  death  of 
Brother  Eichbaum,  a  sincere  friend  and  an  honest,  manly 
man. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
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